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TesTs

One of the most intensive experiences that inscribed 

itself deep into my memory is the moment when, 

reaching through the bars of the cot, I grabbed an 

ink pen lying on the shelf and started drawing on 

the wall. The indelible experience of the pen’s mo-

vement as it left a visible track depending on where 

I scribbled. I keep coming back to it, whenever I feel 

that I’m losing that primal experience, that amaze-

ment about the appearance of the line as soon as 

that direct, two-way track is fading. 

�������������v�������������
����
���������������
��
collection of “tests” comes from note pads from arts 

�
���"�{������
�����
��������������������������)�����
trying out a pen” I would never have seen the things 

that come with it and maybe the things that escape 

the authors of the Tests, in the moment when they 

are going through a unique cosmic experience.
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I’d probably not understand what is happening to 

	���v��� �������$� ���
��	
� �
������� 
���� �� �������-

rable shift to elaboration. Taken to the logical conclu-

sion, without such experiences maybe people would 

lack the basic sense and need too create, perceive, 

observe... Again and again each of the test pictures, 

on a piece of paper no larger than a family-size box 

of matches, ignites in me the dilemma between 

the value of the primal, unconsidered and the tra-

ined, elaborated. If it seems to me that a drawing 

(including my own) will, at least to a certain degree, 

������������������
�����v�����������$��
����������	��
me a partial relief that conscious creation does not 

necessarily have to be an absolutely pointless and 

futile effort. 
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